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James B. West received his Bachelor of 

Arts degree in economics from Drake 

University in 1958. In 1960, he received the Juris

Doctor degree with general honors from Drake

University School of Law and was named to the Order of the Coif. Jim was a

naval aviator from 1952-1956. He retired from the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1988

as Captain, Judge Advocate General Corps.

In 1959, Jim was hired by the Nyemaster Law Firm as a law clerk. After his

graduation from law school, he joined the firm’s government affairs practice,

representing insurance interests, trade associations, and professional societies

before the Iowa General Assembly and various state regulatory agencies.

Beginning in 1961, Jim represented the National Board of Fire Underwriters

and the Association of Casualty and Surety Companies before the Iowa General

Assembly. After their merger to form the American Insurance Association, he

continued to represent that organization. Since 1977, he has represented the

Iowa Life Insurance Association, which evolved into the Iowa Life and Health

Insurance Association and is now the Federation of Iowa Insurers, before the

Iowa General Assembly.

In 1991, Jim was made an Honorary Pioneer Lawmaker by the Iowa Pioneer

Lawmakers Association before a joint session of the Iowa Senate and House 

of Representatives.


